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INFO PAPER
Subj:  SOLID WOOD PACKAGING MATERIAL (WPM) INSPECTION METHODS
1.  In 2001, the United Nations (UN) imposed requirements for Wood Packaging Material (WPM) to protect forests against pest infestation.  Department of Defense (DoD) components engaged in the packaging of material for international shipments must comply with UN requirements, in order to prevent CONUS and OCONUS shipments from being frustrated.
2.  On 13 Feb 2006, the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and Material Readiness (DUSD LM&R) released an official memorandum concerning interim policy on phytosanitary measures for wood packaging material transiting international borders.  The memorandum provides policy guidance to the Military Services on the WPM certification, documentation, and audit processes.     
3.  In addition, it delegates authority, establishes policy and assigns responsibility for management of WPM in peacetime and across the spectrum of military operations.  The Office of the Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Supply Chain Integration) has been designated as the DoD focal point for WPM.  Roles and responsibilities have been identified for the Military Departments and Defense Agencies.
4.  Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, Installations and Logistics, Logistics Distribution and Strategic Mobility Policy Center, Distribution Section (LPD-1) is in the process of drafting a naval message that provides guidance on wood packaging material inspection and audit requirements.
5.  The message will serve as notice to United States Marine Corps shipping activities to begin procedures necessary to implement and comply with the terms of the interim policy from DUSD (LM&R).  It will also address training, certification, and audit procedures. 
TAKEAWAY:

DUSD (LM&R) Interim Policy Memorandum has delegated authority to the United States Marine Corps to manage WPM and ensure compliance to WPM requirements.  LPD-1 will release a naval message that provides shipping activities guidance on adhering to WPM inspection and audit requirements.
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